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Synopsis

Liberty and Limited Government is an essay about political ideas. It turns to the history of political
thought in order to understand and justify present-day libertarian conservatismA¢a -4 «an approach
to politics that focuses on individual freedom, tolerance, fiscal responsibility, foreign-policy realism,
the rule of law, and fidelity to the Constitution. This growing libertarian-conservative movement
offers a better way of looking at the issues. What is needed now, though, is not another discussion
of specific issues and positions, but a clear and simple presentation of the general ideas behind
them. This philosophy of liberty and limited government is something anyone interested in politics
can understand. In fact, its influence can be seen just by looking at many of our institutions and
practices. These ideas are central to American political thought, even though theyA¢a -a,¢re often
ignored or misrepresented. Today they exert little influence in either of the two major parties. The
good news is that the percentage of American voters who now consider themselves neither
Democrats nor Republicans is at a record high level; itA¢a -a,¢s approaching half the population.
The rise of independent-minded voters may be a sign that old partisan and ideological patterns are
breaking down, creating more room for libertarian conservatism to flourish. ItA¢a -a,¢s impossible
to say whether libertarian conservatism will continue to grow. Liberty and Limited Government

explains why it should.
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